Dear Parents,

We are starting a new fluency assessment.  Fluency is the ability to read text accurately and quickly.  Fluent readers read aloud effortlessly and with expression.  Their reading sounds natural, as if they are speaking.  Readers who have not yet developed fluency read slowly, word by word.  Fluency is important because it is a link between recognizing words and comprehension.  Because fluent readers do not have to concentrate on decoding (sounding out) words, they can focus on what the text means.  Less fluent readers, however, must focus on figuring out the words.  This leaves little opportunity for comprehension. The goal is to improve fluency, therefore increasing comprehension. 

This fluency assessment will be a one-minute timed assessment.  We will be able to examine your child’s fluency by seeing how many words he or she can read in one minute from a selection. The selections are taken from leveled books from      . The leveled stories are grade level appropriate and will increase as the year progresses.  All students will be assessed on the same selections.   

The student will read from the student copy of the selection, while I follow along with a copy and rubric.  You will have a clear picture of your child’s fluency through the assessment.  Your child’s reading fluency will be assessed as follows:

· If your child reads a word incorrectly and then corrects himself/herself, I will write SC ( Self-Corrected) above the words

· If your child reads the word incorrectly, I will write what word he or she said above the word.  This word will be counted wrong (crossed off)  

· If your child accidentally skips a line, I will cross that line off and write “skipped”

· If your child cannot figure out a word after about 3 seconds, I will provide the word for your child, and that word will be crossed off; therefore, it is not counted.

· I will put a bracket like this  ]   after the last word that your child read in the selection

· I will write how many words your child read in one minute and then complete the rubric based on your child’s reading

· Occasionally, I will ask your child to retell what they read to evaluate comprehension

Your child’s fluency will increase with practice, sight word recognition, and basic vocabulary recognition.  I look forward to listening to your child read and watching your child grow!  Again, thank you for your continued support.  

